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Dear Dan & Liz, 

As film industry professionals representing a wide variety of genres, we stand by the 
Story Syndicate workers represented by Writers Guild of America East (WGAE) and 
the Motion Picture Editors Guild IATSE Local 700 (MPEG) during their ongoing 
contract negotiations.  

Since its inception, Story Syndicate has been at the pinnacle of documentary 
filmmaking within the industry and an organization we have long respected for the 
perspective they bring to cinematic storytelling. You both are held in high esteem for 
your vision and craft.  

More than a year ago, Story Syndicate recognized the union and it is long past due 
for them to agree to a fair contract. That’s why we are urging you to settle a fair 
contract with your workers who are represented by MPEG and WGAE in an 
expeditious manner. Long delays, proposals that are out of line with industry 
standards, and refusals to respond to important proposals would not reflect well on 
the company’s stated principles. Your workers deserve fair wages, adequate 
healthcare, and paid time off.  

We stand united in support of the union’s proposals and their call for a fair contract. 
Many of us know the mental, physical, and financial sacrifices that come with building 
a sustainable career in this industry, but we are only as strong as the teams we work 
with who are seeking the same benefits available in every other industry. We are 
calling on Story Syndicate to be the industry leaders they are and set a precedent 
others can follow to create a truly inclusive and transparent work environment.  

With this contract, we believe that Story Syndicate can continue to produce 
meaningful content about human beings and extend that same regard to its own 
employees. 

Respectfully, 

Members of the Non-fiction, Documentary and Film Industry 

Douglas Abeles (WGAE & SAG-AFTRA member) 

Jennifer Abrahamson (WGAE member) 

Tom Agna (WGAE member) 

Bianca Ahmadi 

Mischa Aletta 

Rider Alsop (NWU-FSP member) 
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Emily Altmann 

Rachel Antell 

Webster Antoine 

Patricia Aufderheide 

Benjamin August 

Olivia Aylmer (NWU-FSP member) 

Tony Balmer 

Joslyn Barnes (WGAE, PGA, IDA & DPA member) 

Demetrius Bell (WGAE member) 

Monica Lee Bellais 

Brooke Berman 

Franny Bernstein 

Stella Bloss 

Lori A Bores 

Bianca Bowman 

Jonathan Braylock 

Stephanie Wang Breal 

Kate Brokaw 

Natalie Bullock Brown 

Jennings Brown 

Matt Buechele (WGAE member) 

Hoai-Tran Bui 

Brandon Burkhart (WGAE member) 

Joel Callen (WGAE member) 

Hallie Cantor (WGAE member) 

Michael Caravella 

Lynne Carrion (IASTSE member) 

Ryan Causey 

Laura M Censabella (WGAE member) 

Anne Cisse 

Robert Cohen (WGAE member) 

Brandon Cole (WGAE member) 

Nora Colgan (IATSE Local 700/MPEG member) 
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Denise Carey Costa 

Colin Costa-Walsh 

Eric G. Cotton 

Dave Coustan (WGAE member) 

Anthony Cox (PGA member) 

Reshma Crawford 

Sean Crespo (WGAE & SAG-AFTRA member) 

Rasheda Crockett 

Caitlin Cruz 

Eric Cunningham (WGAE member) 

Samantha Curley 

Nausheen Dadabhoy 

Megan Daniels (Film Fatales member) 

Justine Daum (Pineapple Street Studios / Audacy employee and WGAE member) 

Sara David 

Cameron Davis (WGAE member) 

John DeMatteis 

Sixx Desjardins 

Bethany Dettmore 

Drea DiCarlo (WGAE member) 

Dorothy Dickie 

J DiLauro (WGAE member) 

Cheree Dillon (ADE member) 

Ryan Dilts 

Nancy Donnelly 

Ariel Dougherty (Media Equity member) 

Erin Dowgiert (IATSE member) 

Nicole Drespel (WGAE member) 

Maria Duke 

Adrian Dukes (WGAE member) 

Dayton Duncan (WGAE member) 

Anya Epstein (WGAE member) 

Chuko Esiri 
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Halley Feiffer 

Courtney Fenwick 

Catherine Filloux 

Eileen Finkelstein (IATSE Local 700/MPEG member) 

Steve Flack (IATSE Local 700/MPEG member) 

Jordan Flaherty 

Tom Fontana (WGAE, PGA & DGA member) 

Kaitlin Fontana (WGAE & DGA member) 

Terry Curtis Fox (WGAE member) 

Zev Frank 

Candice Frederick 

Valeska Freire 

Sarah Gallagher (WGAE member) 

Barbara J Garshman (WGAE member) 

Sandra L. Gibson 

Louise A. Gikow (WGAE member) 

Gina Gionfriddo (WGAE member) 

Eliot Glazer 

Beth Godvik (WGAE member) 

Josh Gondelman (WGAE member) 

Graham Gordy (WGAE member) 

Mandi Gorenstein 

Gregory Greenberg (WGAE member) 

Jonathan Grupper (WGAE member) 

Margo Guernsey 

Mariluz Guerra (Body Stories Project Inc employee) 

Alexis Gunderson (NWU member) 

Kate Hackett 

Arsh Harjani (WGAE & IDA member) 

Simone Hawthorne (WGAE member) 

Brandon Haynes (Guerrilla Wolf employee and IATSE member) 

Eliza Hemenway 

Paul Hildebrand 
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David Hoag (WGAE member) 

Elias Holtz (WGAE - BSTV Workers United member) 

Amy Hooker 

Loren Howard (IATSE Local 700/MPEG member) 

Rebecca Howland (PGA & WIFV member) 

Eddie Hustleby 

Cody Hyldburg 

Liz Hynes (Last Week Tonight with John Oliver employee and WGAE member) 

Gianni Ingenio 

Chris Jackson 

Stephanie Jenkins (APA, PGA & ATAS member) 

Juniper Jensen (IATSE member) 

Marian Jimenez (IATSE Local 700/MPEG member) 

Kenyon Johnson (IDA member) 

Kit Jones 

John Joseph 

Zachai Kalet-Schwartz 

Brittany Kaplan 

Dan Kennedy 

Grace Kline 

Joshua Koffman 

Lauren Kushner 

Christopher Kyle (WGAE member) 

Gail Lee 

Brian Lee 

Jonathan Lee 

Natalia Leite 

Christy LeMaster 

Zachary Lennon-Simon (Hearst employee) 

Alex Linzmeier (IATSE Local 700/MPEG member) 

Isabel Lyndon 

Alistair Mackay 

Elena Mannes 
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Taylor Marr 

Kelly Masterson (WGAE member) 

Joseph Matoske (ACE member) 

Olivier Matthon 

Daniel McCabe (WGAE member) 

Connor McCann 

Diana McCorry (WGAE member) 

Juliet McDaniel (WGAE member) 

Abby McEnany 

Malcolm McMillan (WGAE member) 

Abigail McNeely 

Tanja Meding 

Marissa Messiano 

Shiran Miller (IATSE & ACE member) 

Pamela Mitchell (Hearst Magazines employee and WGAE member) 

Emily Mkrtichian 

Sarah Montana 

Benjamin Moore 

Chelsea Moore (IATSE member) 

Laura Moss (WGAE member) 

Rachel Lauern Mueller (NABET member) 

Elly Mui 

John Mulholland (WGAE member) 

Maya Mumma (IATSE Local 700/MPEG, ACE & ADE member) 

Patrick O 

Emerald O’Brien (WGAE member) 

Owen O’Leary 

Tony Palmerio (IATSE Local 700/MPEG member) 

Naima Pearce 

Natalie Peart (WGAE member) 

Dan Perlman (WGAE member) 

Elisabeth Petras 

Melinda Pinecone 
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Jess Pinkham 

Victoria Pollack (WGAE member) 

Julia Pontecorvo 

Daria Price (WGAE, IATSE & IDA member) 

Erin Quinlan (Hearst Magazines employee and WGAE member) 

Alice Quinlan 

CQ Quintana 

Molly Redden 

Tricia Reidy 

Meg Reticker 

Katie Rich (WGAE, IATSE, SAG-AFTRA & AEA member) 

Gabriella Ortega Ricketts (International Documentary Association employee and DWU & 
CWA member) 

Karen Rodriguez 

Chris Rogers (CHRMEDIA employee) 

Abby Rosebrock (WGAE member) 

Debra L Rothenberg (WGAE member) 

Vanessa Roworth (IATSE Local 700/MPEG member) 

Rafael Roy (DPA & DCA member) 

Adam Rudman 

Claire Salinda 

Safa Samiezade’-Yazd (PGA & Television Academy member) 

Ralph Saro 

Anne Saul 

Steve Savitz (WGAE member) 

Jeremy Schaffer 

James Schamus (WGAE, PGA & DGA member) 

Jessica Schilling 

Chinisha Scott 

Robert Seidman 

Francesca Sharper 

Lily Jue Sheng 

Christopher Shinn (WGAE member) 
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Ranell Shubert (International Documentary Association/International Access Consortium 
employee and IDA & DWU member) 

Marnie Shure 

Cynthia Silva 

Karen Sim (IATSE Local 700/MPEG member) 

John Galbraith Simmons 

Courtney Simon 

Gautam Singhani (PGA member) 

Phill Skokos 

Melissa Slaughter (WGAE member) 

Kyiana Small (IATSE Local 700/MPEG member) 

Scott Smith (WGAE member) 

Susie Sofranko 

Diana Son (WGAE member) 

Lilla Sparks (International Documentary Association employee) 

Elijah Stevens (WGAE & DPA member) 

Sasha Stewart (WGAE member) 

Tonja Stidhum (WGAE member) 

Edithe Swensen (WGAE member) 

David Van Taylor (WGAE member) 

Katie Tibaldi 

Claire Truman 

Jill Twiss (WGAE member) 

Dianela Urdaneta 

Valis Vicenty (WGAE member) 

Lilly Wachowski 

Veronica Wake (WGAE member) 

Mary Wall 

John Walsh (WGAE member) 

Jack Walsh 

Sharon Watt (IATSE Local 161 member) 

Monda Raquel Webb 

Colleen Werthmann (WGAE, SAG-AFTRA & AEA member) 

Alan Wertz 
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Daniel White (IATSE member) 

Cindy Widner (WGAE member) 

Emily Williams 

Tim Wilsbach (IATSE, IATSE Local 700/MPEG, ACE & Television Academy member) 

Kevin Wilson (IATSE member) 

Ronald Wimberly (WGAE member) 

Jill Woodward 

Hana Wuerker 

Tony Xie (WGAE member) 

Steve Young (WGAE member) 

Katie Young 

Jono Zalay 

Diane Znamierowski 

 


